
Elementary School Teacher 

Multi-level K-8 classroom with emphasis on grades 4-8 

Shaw Island School, Washington State  
 

Shaw Island School is an exciting place to learn and a rewarding place to teach! As one 
of just two teachers in our K-8 school, you will be teaching between four and seven 
students in a two-room schoolhouse. We are a public school dedicated to meeting and 
exceeding state learning standards.  
 
Our rural island, located two hours north of Seattle in the beautiful San Juan Islands, has 
a total population of about 200 year-round residents. We have ten elementary school 
students registered for the 2021/22 school year. While our building is historic, our 
resources and technology are state-of-the-art, and our students receive an excellent 
education. Enhanced by the resources of caring, involved community members, the 
innovative curriculum includes a strong emphasis on science and math, a vibrant music 
program, and individual attention for all learners.  
 
This position is a remarkable opportunity for the right candidate. If you have recently 
completed your certification and are looking for an exhilarating place to begin teaching, 
or if you have spent your career in a more traditional setting and are interested in 
bringing your experience, ideas, and creativity to a small learning community, this could 
be the dream teaching situation for you.   
 
Educational expectations  
While we are seeking a teacher who is strong in language arts and social studies,  
the successful candidate will also excel in teaching math and science to students  
in grades 4-8. 

• Inspire enthusiasm and passion for all subjects  
• Cooperate, coordinate, and collaborate with staff, volunteers, and parents 
• Exhibit, practice, and demonstrate a love of learning  
• Create daily and weekly lesson plans  
• Communicate effectively with students, parents, staff, and school board  
• Broaden students’ horizons through off-island field trips  
• Create wonder and excitement in the classroom, thinking “outside the box” to  
  engage and inspire each student 
• Incorporate outdoor and community resources into lesson plans 

 
Benefits and opportunities of teaching at Shaw School  

• Teach a multi-age classroom of just 4 to 7 children 
• Work in an educational community that encourages your creativity, energy,  
  and talents 
• Live in the beautiful San Juan Islands of Washington State 
• Experience the opportunity to work in a small, connected, remote community 
• Teach an engaging curriculum that supports struggling learners and 
   encourages growth for quick learners  
• Hone your skills by working with an experienced multi-grade teacher to plan,  
  deliver and assess enriched grade-level curriculum 
• Collaborate with an innovative, talented music teacher 
• Get to know your students and their families; build lasting relationships 
 



 
 
Position Summary  

This is a full-time teaching position for a multi-level classroom of grades  
4 through 8. We are also open to exploring part-time or flexible options for  
this position if desired by our chosen candidate. 

 
Classroom Responsibilities 

• Plan, deliver, and assess academic and social-emotional curricula in  
  collaboration with the head teacher 
• Create and maintain a classroom culture based on the mission and values of   
  Shaw School    
• Employ culturally-responsive teaching practices that align with our commitment  
  to diversity, equity, and inclusion 
• Engage a variety of teaching strategies suitable to the developmental age and     
  needs of your students 

 
Other Responsibilities   

• Attend community meetings, curriculum meetings, and in-service days   
• Participate in faculty work aligned with the strategic plan   
• Write student evaluations twice each year    
• Conduct parent conferences   
• Write a monthly classroom newsletter with a student partner   
• Seek out professional development opportunities 

 
Qualifications   

• Bachelor’s degree or higher  
• Valid Washington State teaching certificate or ability to qualify to obtain one 
• Classroom teaching experience in upper elementary/middle school preferred 
• Middle level learning endorsements a plus 

 
   

 
Contact 
To express interest in joining Shaw School’s staff, please contact Office Administrator 
Deanna Shannon 
 Office phone: (360) 468-2570 

 Email: dshannon@shaw.k12.wa.us 
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